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A Step in the Right Direction

knowledge of other peaks--peaks lesser in height but not in

Members of the High Peaks Advisory Committee walkcd 81 of
the 206 miles of trail in that wilderness area. And the result is a
report which takes a significant step in the right direction.

Simply, that direction is to bring care of the High Peaks area
into the 1970’s to meet a level of use that has increased 760°% in

the past 25 vears.

The committee’s recommendations are now before Commis-

sioner Peter A.A. Berle, the op policy maker and administrator
in the state’s Department of Environmental Conservaton (DEC).
The simplicity of the report should allow Mr. Berle to get a quick
reading from his division heads on the recommendations’

feasibility.

The proposals are tailormade for fast implementauon—with

the exception of major trail renovation. In general, there doesn’t

appear to be much room for policy debate because the committee

report deals with a comprehensive list of long overdue

requirements that should receive immediate attention.

For example, each vear the High Peaks are subject to

approximately 250,000 davs of hiker use. That's based on more

than 80,000 hikers spending an average of three days in the

wilderness area. Yet DEC has only one three-man crew, which

works in the summer, and four interior caretakers with only

pardal responsibility for maintenance to deal with the wilderness

upkeep of campsites, trails, dams, bridges, lean-tos, pit privies

and entrance areas.

Commissioner Berle should immediately urge that additional

maintenance funds be added to the upcoming supplemental

budget. The benefits would accrue to hikers throughout the state

and would provide evidence that the Carey administration is

living up to its responsibility as caretaker of public lands.

Although next summer’s needs probably will be met with prison

labor, skilled supervision is essential. And ultimatelyv all

maintenance should become a part of the local labor market.

The committee's wilderness walks paid off in a realistic

assessment of trail damage—perhaps, not as bad as it could be.

The report savs:

“It is felt that a hiker is likely to overestimate the distance of

eroded portions of a trail due to the increased difficulty and

unpleasanwess of hiking this secticn of the trail. For example, an

estimate of the condition of the 2.7-mile trail up Ampersand

Mountain was that 40°; was thought to be bad, but measurement
showed that only 155 was actualiy bad.

‘*‘However, most of the bad part, though short, was steep, wet
with running water, bouldery and rootv—and therefore danger-

ous. Climbing in this part was slow, unpleasant and created

Daby Explains GOP Position

To the Editor:

In answer to questions that have
been asked of us concerning the
Commiittee's role in the recent Vil-
lage Primary. the North Elba Re-
publican Committee wishes to make
the following facts known:

(1) The North Elba Republican
Committee is charged with the
responsibility of calling and con-
ducting any Republican Primary —
whether for Village office or for
Town office. The Committee's
responsibility for Village Primaries
is the result of a recent change in the
Rules and Regulaiions of the Essex
County Republican Committee
which change was necessitated by
the fact that the former Village
Republican Committee had ceased
to funcuon.

(2) The Committee’s authority
comes from the Election Law of the

State of New York and from the
Rules and Regulations of the Essex
Cournity Republican Committee.

(3) The Committee has no author-
ity to nominate candidates. Candi-
dates are nominated only by filing
designating petitions and winning 1n
a Primary election or winning nom-
ination at a Partv caucus.

(4) The Committee cannut legally
support any candidate until that
candidate has been nominated.

(5) Once a candidate is nom-
inated. the Commuittee assumes re-
sponsibility and provides support to
the candidate.

We hope the above will clarify our
position and clear up the questions
which have been asked.

North Elba Republican Committee

Kimball Dabv
Village Primary and
Elecuon Chairman

Harvey Wallbanger's Trip
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In Addition, DEC Reports 30%-40% Don't Register

an impression out of proportion to its length.
**Although trail deterioration was localized and quantitatively
less than expected, where trails were bad theyv were usually very

bad or even dangerous. Repair or rerouting is necessary on these

sections.”’

The committee’s recommendations on permits are sensible. Lt

found them useful for a variety of purposes—education, data

gathering, prevention of overcrowding and control of physical
destruction. It urged limited use of permits in problem areas.
““For example,”’ the report savs, *‘the DEC could identfy
specific trails or areas where established carrying capacities are
exceeded. The Department could employ a limited use permit
svstem for these locations only, racther than limiting all camping

throughout the High Peaks.”’

Such a2 moderate approach also will have the effect oi
redistributing hikers to lesser used areas with the probable resuli

that the wilderness experience will be enhanced through a

FORUM

A Thank-You from Hospital Auxiliary

To the Editor:

The Women's Auxiliary of Placid
Memorial Hospital and our local Red
Cross wish to express their ap-
preciation to the people of Lake
Piacid for their wonderful support of
the Blood Mobile, held on Monday.
Feb. 14.

Our local restaurants generously
donated sandwiches and food for the
Canteen. We thank the following for
their support: Howard Johnson's,
Jimmy's. Lake Placid Delicatessen.
Captain Billy's. Chalet, Holiday Inn,

Lake Placid Club and the Lake
Placid Drug. Our colorful posters
were done by Renee Ade and Terrv
Catalfamo. 122 hours were volun-
teered by our auxiliary members
and Red Cross volunteers.

We are very grateful to the 111
donors who made the day such a
success. Many of them came to give
blood in Jim Von Dell's name.

Leola Peacock
Connie Hayes
Lake Placid

Persico Sends Editorial

To the Editor:

I noted a few weeks ago that the
Knickerbocker News printed one of
vour editorials. Maybe you would
like 10 return the favor and reprint
the enclosed.

Richard A. Persico
F.xecutive Director
Adirondack Park Agency

The Feb. 10 ednorial follows:
MORE FUNDS FOR APA

Created five vears ago. the pi-
oncering Adirondack Park Agency
has done a highlv competent job of
protecting the beautrful and awe
inspiring Adirondacks from the rav-
ages of reckless development To be
sure. many Adirondack residents
remain resentful of the agencv. re
garding 1 as an mirusive oursider
mierfering wirh wha: should be k-
cal prerogatives Bu' because the
age=ncy has been reasonabie and ef
facee1:1 0 ms regulation of land wse

more and more residents are coming
to understand that 1t is operating in
their interests —that protecting the
region’s environment 1s also the
best wav to safeguard the region’s
economy.

This vear. Gov. Hugh Careyv 1s
recommending that the agency re-
ceive a budget increase of approxi-
matelv $100.000. bringing ns total
budge' 10 $889.000. This increase 1s
necessary because of the agencv's
expanding duties which now in-
clude admmsiering the Wild. Sce-
nic and Recreationai Krvers Svstem
Act and will soon include adminis
tering the Freshwater Wetlands
Acr. The legislature should grant
this increase Without additional
funds nt would be difficuk for the
agency 1o continue 1o build con-
fidence m nts methods and purposes
and for 11 10 provade adeguate pro
tecon 1o the magnificen: Admron:
dacks

Sheriff Writes on Jail Tour

To the Eéror

| wadd like ‘o thark al! the news
media "ha heiped 1 ‘nIng ‘o make
m+ Ope~ Howse  a° tihe Essex
Comnrv Jail a success .

1 was hopmg e deople would
wake achan-age A ‘he cpportensy 0
and know.firs- hand ome of the
probiems the taxpavers of this
ceasny wil have "0 deal wrh = the

near fa are
The comn® was less than the fos
dan bu the enthusiasm was more
- this ‘sne because "hose
who dad 1ake the “our had previomsh
beard of -he problem
M1 deep appreciaion o those
who did 1ake the tomr wi 'k m
Ocpwaes
K -r. Goodspeed
Essex Cowrrv Sherdf

beautv.

And the committee views permits as a last resort.
**While the majority of the committee recommended the use of

permits as an educational meaus and as a method of stansucally

analyzing camper use,”” the report savs. “‘there is reluctance tc

employ a limiting permit system until all other means of solving
the area’s problems have been exhausted.””

The report also considers methods to finance an adequate High
Peaks program for the 1970°s and bevond. It suggests state o1

federal capital appropriations for one-time construction projects.

an increase in state funds for vearly operations and an

investigation of the costs and benefits of wilderness user fees.

The report does not specify whether such user fees would be

linked 10 anv possible permit system but that’s an assumption
that could easilv be made. We would add to the user-fee study
the proposal made in The News Forum by Jack Drury of North
Country Communitv College. He suggested the possibility of a
tax on backpacking equipment with the revenue earmarked for
wilderness use. Such a tax has the advantage of putting the cost
on the shoulders of those who have the money to spend on

recreation.

Evidently, Mr. Drury has a good manv ideas. The report

includes his proposal for a wilderness education program at

North Country Community College. He sets forth the program’s

objective this wav:

“‘We will offer individuals an opportuniry to study, first hand,

the problems of wilderness management and use, emphasizing

the regional problems of New York State.”’

Thus, the very existence of the High Peaks Advisory

Committee is stimulating appropriate programs that should serve

to enhance the Adirondack economy, the wilderness experience

and individual education.

We found the committee’s report to be an unpretentious

document that has the virtue of directing state policy toward an
end that will not only benefit the Adirondacks but the state as a
whole. It reflects the thinking of men and women who show they

know the territorv. And the slimness of the report attests to the

fact that the membership would prefer to spend its ume on the

trail rather than around a conference table.

Because The News feels that the recommendations should

have a wide readership in the Adirondacks—the proposals deal

with the mountains in your backyard—it’s printing the text of the

report and selected appendices. And the editorialis to spu:

Forum page discussion.

Casier Sends Resolution

To the Editor:

Enclosed is a copv of a resolution
furnished by Blue Line Education
Community Council Jan. 14. which.
I believe. was passed unanimouslv.

1 believe it reflects the attitude of
the meeting closer than the opinions
of Harlan Dodge. Mrs. Haselion,
Lake Placid's Art Thompson and
Dick Beamish as reported in your
‘*As Schools Seek Adequate
Funds ™

I think vour paper is great- keep
11 up.

Frank Casier
Saranac Lake

The resolution follows:

PROBLEM -Communities  with
boundaries located in the area under
the jurisdiction of the Adirondack
Park Agencv. have verv restricuive

regulations governing their poten-
tial for future growth. (APA Regula-
tions). This restrictive land use
regulation interferes with the na
tural growth of taxable resources in
such communities. As a result a
school district’s ability to raise taxes
for school support from new revenue
sources. or potential revenue

‘sources is serioushy curtailed. The

tax burden. bv necessity. remains
on existing taxable property.
SOLUTION -Move that legisla-
tion be introduced which would
allow school districts and other local
governments to receive additional
state aid in lieu of lost taxable
resources at the local level attribu:
table to APA Regulations. This
would applv 1o districts with bound-
aries affected bv APA Regulations.

Hess Replies To Barry Charge

To the Editor:

In last week's paper Mr. Jack
Barr charged the un' .signed with
providing 1inconsistent opmwons 1o
the Village on the questions of
voting quaiifications and <hgibility
of candrdates for Village office

The passage of ime has a way of
clouding 'he accuracy of the memory
of the storv-teller. and even as fine a
gentlemnan as Mr. Barmv 1s subject 1o
this human fraiiv.

In March of 1956 Mr. Barrv
endeavored to vote in a Village
election At that ume. and for some
penod pror 10 that tene. be had o
fact phvsxallhv resided owtsade the
Village of Lake Placid. The indepen:
dertinspectors of Eiection art the
polls questioned Mr Barrv's e
bilitv to vote 1r the 195¢ Village
election due 0 hrs noo-Village res:
de ey

A: tha: time the queston was
submitied 10 me by teiephone as
Village Atiorner bv the Village
Ciethk Wher t was siated that Mr
Barr had com{umed 10 the Eieciom

Inspeciors he was not then residing
within the Village limits. an opinion
was provided that he was not legally
chgibie 1o vote in the 1958 Viliage
Eiecnion.

The current question of the eli-
gibility of George Christian Ortloff
as a candidate for Village Trustee is
an enurelv ddferent legal matter.
M+ legal opinion on this ssue was
based upon an entirelv different set
of facts and apphcable laws than the
195% Barnv voting question.

As 10 the correciness of mv
current opinlon concerming the el
g biiity of a cand:dare for Village
Trusiee. 2 copv of the oprmion. and
the assumed factual informanion
upon which 1t was based s attached

I' s respectfuilv submitted that
anv aggrreved pariv has ample
recourse 1o endeavor 10 obrain 3
coniran rulmng w opimon from the
Bnard of Elecuions. Attorney Gen
e-al or rthromgh. the cours

Newmman L Hess
Village Atiormen
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Thetext of the High Peaks Wilder-
ness Advisory Committee report and
sclected appendices foliow : -

t .

CHARGE TO THE COMMITTEE

Dyuring the early 1970°s, there were
clear indications that the use of the High
Peaks Wilderness Area was increasing
rapidly and had reached a significant
level, with evidence of extensive trail
deterioration.

In the Fall of 1974 Conimissioner
James Biggane convened a committee
of ciizens known for then long interest
and expericnce in the High Peaks area,
and charged them with investigating the
sttuation fullv and recommending ap-
propriate courses of action. The follow-
ing 1s a report of the two vear investi-
gation by the High Peaks Advisory
Committee.

BRIEF OVERVIEW

The High Peaks trail network grew in
a relatively unplanned manner dunng
the last half of the 19th Century and the
early 20th Century by the actions of
groups such as the Adirondack Trail
improvement Society (ATIS). the Lake
Placid Club Camp and Trail Commuttee.

on summit arcas. Significant aspects
adding to the ccmplexity are over
crowded conditions at desirable loca-
tions and ar inadequate response by the
De¢partment to the need for trail re-
location where erosion is severe.

PRIMARY FINDINGS

t. A physical trail inventory by the
Committee has found that trail dete-
rioration is localized to specific sections
of most trails—14 percent or approxi-
mately 30 miles of the 1otal trail mileage
of the High Peaks trails is in critical
condition. This is a substannally lower
percentage than had been expected but
it is indicative of a serious, continuing
deterioration of the trail svstem.

2. Trail deterioration appears to be
principally related to the original align-
ment, position and elevation of the trail
on the siope. the methods of trail con-
struction, the degree of continuing
maintenance. It 1s onlv sccondarily
related to the extent of human use. A
well located trail ti.e.. the John's Brook
Valley Trail). that receives adequate
maintenance can sustain more than
10.000 users per vear without unac-
ceptable environmental deterioration.

(Photo by George Viecome)

Cairns and Footprints Mark Iroquois Peak Trail

the Shore Owner’s Association of Lake
Placid and by guides hired to cut trails
for individuals or hotels. Starting in the
1920°s the State Conservation Depart-
ment commenced a series of continuous
improvements that extended trails to
the mountain summits from abandoned
jumbering roads. skidways and the in-
formal trails then in existence. thus
forming an interlocking trail network.

It is important to realize that the High
Peaks trails are the onlv system of its
kind in the Adirondack Park. Other trail
networks exist. but they generally are
vallev trails to lakes and ponds with a
few isolated opportunities to climb to 2
mountain top. Onlv in the High Peaks
Wilderness Area does one find such an
extensive system of vallev and summit
hiking trails. scenic vistas. camping and
lean-to sites. and cross-country ski
trails.

Historicallv. trail erosion was noted
earlv in the 1930’s. However. there was
littie attention focused on this gradually
increasing erosion because of the low
levels of human use at that time.
Increase in use was not much different
from one vear 1o the next antil the mid
1950°s. During the 1960’s increcased use
was coincidental with a new envirorn-
mental awarcness. Todav. afier a rapd
growth in use. over 700% in the last 25
vears, a problem situation has de-
veloped that must be rectified. The
gueshon facing the Commitiee: What 113
the probiem and how can 1t be resolved?

THE NATURE OF THE PROBLEM
To address thrs charge the Commnt-
1ce"s immial abmective was 1o arahze the
assamed hiker-indeced detenaraton of
the trai! svsterm The stady efforis
revealed tha the problem s not simpic.
R docs nat wvalve trad erosson alone
Rather r s a compics wet of human ase
and matwra’ ervwronmental foeces. btk
destroctive ard recaperative. Conr:
these dfficeitics are marsien-
arce levess inssfficrent to keep pace
w1th either -he deternoration of ihe

Charaver=acs of The provier scede
destrotioe of vegclaion wIeRd -
4“.“’“-‘“.’“
tiom of satersays bx barmas wasie and
destro.ton of eqee adpme vegrie

On the upper slopes, however. where
shallow organic soils cover the bedrock,
carrying capacity is greatly reduced and
the environmental threat muitiplied.
The level of use required to break the
natural ground cover of leaves and
ncedles to its underlyving soil can be
quite small. only 2 few hundred hikers
per vear. If the soil thus exposed is
highlv erodable. this process will com-
mence at a typical rate of approximately
an inch in depth per vear. This rate
depends more on drainage and steep-
ness of the slope than on use levels.

If the use is in predominatly damp
arcas. along level sections of a trail.
where the soil is generally soft and
drainage is poor. use will have a greater
cffect on trail deterioration. This results
in muddyv trail areas that continuously
widen as hikers seek a drv route. The
abilitv to sustain use in such areas
varies widelv with seasonal weather
conditions. The trail mav be able to
sustain greater use in drv weather than
in wet. )

3. Summit deterioration is greater
than formeri: beheved. Most trails lead
to mougntain summits where human
tmpact concentrates or the most fragile
of all High Peaks environments. Vege-
12tior on Alpme sommrts 1 composed
primarity of rare and endangered spe-
cies found nowhere ¢lse in New York
State.

4 Durirg the last two decades of
ramd growth m use. the Depariment’<
annual budger and ficld personnel stafl-
ing has ncver kep: pace with wse
presssres or the emonmenal dete-
raranam o the High Peaks Wildeness
Arca.

£ The priman form of hemar pres-
sure om the High Peaks ressits from the
numhers of hackpack camper< and ther
acinies rather thar dav hikes or ar
Widerness Try Twker Programm -
tiated 1o “he Faliof 1976 reveal that
dermg the Fall ped mare thae 30% of
the arvoal vissar davs are generated b
seck carrpere Statistics 1o be taken
derze 1 s P reveal the prywexe o
casrpers 1o ke duramg ogher sepROES

6 M: Mar: i the Bighest pomt of
la=d 18 Ses Yack State. 13 2 wmigoe
aftractxe that drzes 2 hagh level of wse

d:sproportionate to that of the rest of the
High Peaks Wilderness.

7. The problem of overuse is not
general throughout the High Peaks. It is
confined to certain intensively-used
areas of high recreational value and o
the heavily traveled hiking corndors
through the area. Significantly camping
use is heavily concentrated at onlv four
(4) locations: Marcy Dam, Indian Falls,
Lakc Colden and John's Brook Vallev.

8. Carrying capactty is a concept in-
volving two primary components: a)
physical effects. and b) subjective ef-
fects of use on visitor expenence. The
mix of these elements will vary from
location o location. Below timber line.
carrving capacity (the acceptable level
of use for a site) is primarily a Qualita-
tive or subjective factor. Above umber
line the soil and vegetation are so fragile
that the physical impact of use domi-
nates and determines the carryving ca-
pacity.

9. Trails lead hiking traffic squarely
through the heart of each camping area.
This factor adds to an awareness of
congestion and thus has a strong nega-
thve mmpact vn the subjective carrving
capauvity. The existing concentrated

camping areas have occurred because of
their attractive natural qualities, favor-
able and accessible locations.

10. Deterioration and physical erosion
caused by the numervus ‘herd paths™
leading to the trailless peaks above
4.000 feet requires prompt rehabilitative
actions or this wilderness resource will
be lost. One properiy designed and
located path would handle the traffic
with less damage to the summits.

11. The results of the ADK Ridge
Runner Program and the Department’s
new Interior Ranger Program indicate
that effective public education can have
a beneficial effect upon the conduct of
the Wilderness user and ultimately
upon the environment.

12. Use of the High Peaks by groups
larger than 10 persons constitutes a
greater pressure on the resource than
would the same number of users as
individual dav hikers or backpackers.
Federal Wilderness management has
independently arrived at this conclusion
and currentiv limits group size 10 10
persons.

13. The relative high use of trails
within the ecastern High Peak< zone
con-irasts with the low level of use m the
remainder of the Adirondack Forest
Preserve. The eastern zone of the High
Peaks 1s defined as all of the High Peaks
Wilderness Arca east of the Northvlie-
Placyd Trail and north of the Duck Hole.
It s in thrs eastern zone where most of
the onveruse occwrs

14 An extensrve commitiee studv. &
the form of 2 sarmvey tn day hkers. has
revealed that rumeross alterratives
exist owtside the H:gt Peaks for an
cxperence tha approximates mact of
the High Peaks cxpenence. smciediag
oper peaks with vistas.

1IZ The ase of vegeatior for casrmp
fires. other thar dead anl dowwed
materal. has dod 0 3 sagrfcan: loss of
vegriation at ceriair high elevatioe
carpng arcas as well as the miror
armpmg cemcesTrxe< 2 Marcy Dax.
Indian Falls and Lake Colden Ttre
mrpact of thkas destractamw 3 pramarss
acsthenc 2 dow chevainows aed ecodo-
2 = gt clevarons

io The Comm:tree kas fownd sat
stamtraliv less fner thas cxpected at the

time of the Commintee’s charge. This
was the result of massive ¢'eanup
eftorts, since 1974, conducted by volun-
teer groups under DEC coordination and
from the educational thrust of Ridge
Runners and Wilderness Rangers. The
cleanup efforts, litter bag program and
public educanon {i.e. carrv-in, carry-out
program) have combined to improuve the
stituation. Continuing this effort is
necessary.

17. The Committee finds that numer-
ous wilderness areas in the Lnited
States are managed through use of
permit systems that work. Permits can
be used for a number of tunctions that
range from education and data collec-
non to limitation of use. Public accep-
tance of permit svstems has been good
where thev have been carefully intro-
duced.

18. The studv of Winter Wilderness
Recreation Use prepared by Cornell
University, Wilderness Ranger reports,
and personal obsernations of committee
members indicate that a high percen-
tage of inexperienced and ill-prepared
winter hikers and campers use the High
Peaks.
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{Photo bty George Viscome)
Allen Brook Tumbles Down Allen Mountain

MAJOR RECOMMENDATIONS

Planning

1. Develop as first priority. the com-
prehensive overall wilderness manage-
ment plan for the High Peaks Wiider-
ness mandated. by the State Land
Master Plan. The Committee recom-
mends incinsicn of the following. not
specificailv mandated bv the Plan: a) A
comprehensive evaluation of the entire
trail svstem. considering overall needs
and demands and b) a defined carrving
capacity for trail, summit and camping
arcas. supplemented by detailed pians
for specific arcas of the High Peaks
Wilderness.

2. Determine the best methods for
relocation of badlv eroded trail sections.

3. Develop an action plan 10 make
improvements to the trails to Mt. Marc
and Algonquin Peak

4. Improve the means of recording
use. Use automatic counters to obtain
more accurate use data. Conduct pen-
odic survevs of destination and artitudes
of users 1o provide bases for more
effective wilderness managemen: plan-
ning.

% Continue the planning process.
mitiated by the Commrtee 10 evaluate
diversion of use from the High Peaks by
taking the follomng achions: a) suney
additonal areas: b analyvze survey
data: c) éetermine the effectrveness of
drversion. inclading 2 cost-umpact anal-
vsis: ¢) designiate a3 DEC harson per<on
to coordinate ané interface =1th the
Commrice & th studv. ) apgrade the
Master Traii Atlas 1o inciwde hsting of
a¥ tratls

6 E»alaxe the maragemem omphea-
tors of hmming scme or 21l camping
with:t the Hig* Peake To designated
sates

~ Encwrage costmoed rsexrct w
Teswr e protoctoe methods th puebhc
and prnsic organuatwes (harge the
Hi* Peaks Ao Carmmeee s3h
conimeed studies and collecthrox and
correistoe of af ether hack Jommeny
sTudecs fov zwe ™ the DEC

& Corduct or spoesor 32 azssal
Adecedack Foor Trads Comderence fea-
toreg T2 mamecrany sorkshaps W
grther feodtack frox prate orgamTa
moss and Bscms m wder 0 cnhaace DEC

planning and management of the High
Peaks Wilderness Area.

9. Assure that trail head parking
capacities are commensurate with inter-
ior use. Resolve the unique problems at
**The Garden’ parking lot.

Education

1. Recugnizing that public education
is the first hne of defense tn the care and
preservation of tne High Peaks. expand
the program of public education to
convey the new ethic of environmental
awareness. The program could utilize a
broad array of techniques. including the
encouragement of school mini-courses
for high schooland college students, the
relaving of information through televi-
sion and ‘‘outdoor’’ shows, the use of
sporting goods’ stores as communica-
tion outlets, in addition to the Depart-
ment’s development of brochures and
more effective signing in the High
Peaks.

2. Install at each entrance to the High
Peaks the sign. Guidelines 1o Respon-
sible Woodsmanship. designed by the
Committee: Accomplished.

3. Print a pocket-size High Peaks
leaflet to be available to each hiker upon

Text of Report on High Peaks

coordination of volunteer cleanup ef-
forts.

Rebabilitation

1. First priority should be directed to
improvemen' of the trails leading to Mt
Marcy and Algonquin Peak

2. Encourage and suppont efferts to
restore eroded and damaged summat
arcas, as is now being done by the State
College of Environmental Science and
Forestryvin its summit rchabilitation
program.

3. Ildenufy all c¢cntcal rehabihitation
and relocation projects. Prepare a con-
sulidated budget packet to fund these
projects.

4 Implement a comprehensive pro-
gram of relocating seriously eroded trail
sections. Establish a relocation policy
based upon longer. more gradual trail
slopes than the former “"quickest way 1o
the top™" philosophy s

3. ldertify those highly used trail
sections that cannot be relocated. Im-
plement rehabilnation prujects for such
sections.

6. Eliminate the muluiple herd paths
to the so-called trailless peaks Deter.
mine and retain the one best ooute T

L e - -
-

(Phow by Goor Viscome

Herd Path Off the Summit of Mt. Marshall

entering the High Peaks. The leaflets
should include a trail map and an ex-
pianation of the Guidelines 1o Respon-
sible Woodsmanship.

4. Tne Committee stronglv urges that
the Department create an Adirondack
Visitor Center. with multi-media capa-
bilities. 10 directly reach those who
utilize the region and are likely to ex-
perience the High Peaks.

2. Establish and enforce standards of
leadership for courselors leading or-
ganized camp groups. Evaluate the
desirability of requiring special oneria-
tion sessions for camp counselors as per
the Joini DEC ADK traming sessions
conducted in 1970,

6. Add 4 DEC Ridge Runners 10
augment the current DEC staff of 2
Wiiderness Rangers currently assigned
1o the High Peaks.

~. Lessen the impact of M1. Marcv as
an artraction bv rewriiing Recreation
Circular Mo € and retntling n—Hiking
the High Peaks Stress responsible

- Woodsmanship. Expand the publication

of Regional Trail Gudes to emphasize
arcas omtside the High Peaks. Add a
charge for such brochures.

Maistenance

1. The Commirtee strongiv agrges the
Department 1o seek the adamona: fend-
g vitallv needed 10 hire sufficen fieid
personne. to bring mamienance m the
High Pzaks 10 3 ievel commensuraie
wtth acceptabic use.

2 Desigrate a Depariment harsor
peTeor 10 work with interest groaps
insolved s1th High Peak: volenteer
actnines. krvest:,gate mechamsms tha
willenabic the vommr-eeT progTe™ 10
corsinve saccessfuily shouid mmai wl-
|TIcer IMCTCS! wWane

3. Assare the effectveness of the rall
rammarance prograe bx the deveiop
mee: of effecive mor:tomcg iech-
mawes Use the Comrmiee a5 2 Jor
pooest of the MOOTCIRE PCOTT AT

4 Asswre full amplememaixe of the
“car -w T W pobcy. wxh oe-
tineed ow: DEC voler:ecer cfforts
Cor:zwe the htter bag prormaw Ex-
pand M " e <’ poixy foe
latier 10 . wée wseT carms omt of all
carroeng soiid waste  Dscowtwror the
wse of Y pws anl gErhage pas ® “he
eassers Hogt Peaks rowe Comrmme DEC

each peak as a ““wilderness path™™ with
absolute minimum marking. as done for
Iroguois by 467er volunteers during
1973, Focus initial attention to the peaks
of Allen. Donaldson. Hough and Sey-
mour. (Planned by 46’ers for summer.
1977

Redistributien
WITHIN THE HIGH PEAKS

1. To reduce the human impact and
enhance the camping qualiies of Marcy
Dam. develop a major—day-use onen-
ted—alierrative trail to Mr. Marcv,
(Staring at South Meadows. byv-passing
Marcy Dam and following a route n the
vicinity of Table-Top Mountain.! This
will reduce the human impact and
enhance the camping gualrties of Marcy
Dar . It will alsc open up the oppor-
tuniny for numerous new. loop-trails for
dav hiking.

2 Studv the need for other new trails.

3. Study poternt:al areas for new,
dispersed camping snes.

OUTSIDE THE HIGH PEAKS

Objective: Redisribute Use Outside
High Peaks Wilderniess.

1. Diver: a2 poriion of hiker use 1o
non-High Peak arcas whose patennas
have beer established through plan-
ning btased upoen the survey and 1nts
araivsis.

2 Edocaie the pubhx 1o the existence
of accepiablc new areas and prome
gse through new gmdes and maps.

3. Impiement Marked Foot Path con-
TPt I ieSt Areas.

4 Rec-aopen sclected cdd routes. log-
£ Toads and radMOna’ SYXATSINCR S
trails and desygmxce these zs mwmarked
foctpaths

2 Rez-romte short sectioms of srow-
mabwie traik 1o go around boggy areas
1o make ther more adaprar:e for
kg

o Constrat nes ~wites © Jdesarabic
locataer< shere ne razls exest amd winck
stmdics show are P07 Dest semvad by
tmskuak T rowtes

T Frmphaas ™ aes T QOGSTRCTIOR
sTosid be placed prwartly om ratls
dose 30 centers f popslstios. serab~e
fw e da fazes w plk< amd secoRdarTY
ar cucnded Lad sestems sach a5 the
NvrtoBie-Lake Pacd rad

(Continuecd on Page 7)
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E Only one minor wilderness mis-  of accident. They also had a stove It was an uneventful weekend for A (Continued on Page 5) “Ia‘k“.a'“‘ fmd trails worn ‘O’bc‘dmck INg capacily tunctions as anadentifisble  with outcrops of bare rock  Aerial . THE E x E
&« hap was reported this weekend, the and they began heating beverages the High Peaks rangers. Ranger ‘ (rot 'N.(d in mileage )_‘ O".h ‘ m'?es ~tandard aparnst hich to compare  reconhaisance, frllowed by foot explo- g T~ EUTIAGE ; ' ‘
: most crowded weekend in the High for the sufferer. Robert Conklin reported all quiet at Control erre hiked and studied in the rain. ongoing qsc. l‘hc two anary com- ration, has been used 1o locate these T ‘ » \ al
Peaks this winter. Mr. Hurd skied to the Loj and en- Marcy Dam on Sunday -as quiet as 1. Prohibit all camping above 3,500 bcvferal reports mentioned heavy rainas  ponents u} varrying capacity are: vista puints. ‘ | ‘ ! ot ‘ g :
£  Mark Burton, 17, was skiing down  lisied the aid of ranger Peter Fish of it could be with 150 people camped feet except where site studies. con- having occurred one to two davs t_‘afllt‘h "' THE PHYSICAL (‘APA( ITY to Outside the High Peaks there exist t y ) o g %
K Indian Pass trail Sunday with eight  Keene. When they started back up there. ducte.d'by the Deparlnlent. indicate thar rhe ,su.r\e_\lzhus revealed that trail dez_e- v\.uhsu'rtd u,“" bevond \\;h)ch the netural n_(-hl/u)rk\ of abanduneq logging roads e . ’ ‘ Coolid, r 3 CL
z other Explorer Scouts from Ridge-  the trail, their toboggan slid into a One hik o did not come he specific locations in the 3.500-4 000  Tioration is not general but local in  resource will be unacceptably altered:  similar to those which formed the basis g ~ o N ; {
i wood . N.J. He picked up t0o much tree and broke a runner, so Mr. " ;:c;) nf kn :nu 1 Lu.)((;or?w. (:15 : clevation zone are environmentatly ca- na!grc. and that the a_clual mileage of ‘an:i - ‘ of some of the low elevation High Peaks g o? . m ‘ ¥ ! "';
3 speed on a downhill run, felland Hurd returned to the Loj and called Yaxg e ; ;] 1stc-e t;; _‘;ab _‘" ‘ ' pable of accepting such use and do not  Striously eroded trails is less than o .””" PSY(C Hol‘.O(Jl(‘AL CAPA-wrails. In Wilderness areas. these routes - ~ ESPECIALLY FOR ALL YOU CHEESE LOVE z E }
i hurt the ligaments in his knee. He Lake Placid ranger Gary Hodgson. - ’ng‘n;a‘ (; t ?b. ronx. ‘; f“‘l‘l “1:3 conflict with safety concerns related 1o formerly 5_UPP°5¢'d-_-- ¢ :” or Ih" subjective level hevond  could become the basis for several long g v Rs ‘ ! | .
. lay about two miles from the Adi- Mr. Burton left the solitude of ;tl"'""\‘;') . .ms,t u:)en as he cim ‘ high elevation camping. Encourage a The existing trail conditions survey  Wawh mdn:nduals' feel that their wilder- loop trails with vpportunities for climk g WE ARE NOW SERV’NG ‘ : N
4 ondack Loj. Indizo Pass towed in a snow boat At. Marcy Jan. 29. “*hike high-camp low™" philosophy . has met its goal of devising a method of  DESS EApeniencee is not satisfactory be-  ing and camping. g , X ‘ = ! X
- vt . ) _ ; o . Ny P ’ ' jecti il evaluation i causce ot 4 foss of the sense of wild Informa! ‘s D — L ; . ¢
#  Wilmington ranger Wesley Hurd  behind Ranger Hodgson's snowmo: He was released from Placid rapid and objective trail evaluation in  Cause ¢ ense of wilderne ss nforma! sportsmen’s paths to ponds. ‘ —_— e a = INTERNATIONAL CHEESES . .
b ) " . . e . . v ] j .. ) . - . . o A
g arrived within minutes of the ac-  bile Friends ook him to Placid Memorial on Feb. 12. but Dr. 2. Assure t,}lé[. ‘artfas of voncentraied the High lfeaks- Wilderness Area. With  through overcrowding, noise or a lack of  Jakes. streams and waterfalis make ideal L ~—
3 cident. The scouts were well pre- Memorial Hospital. where he was FEdward Hixon suid he will be L k fag-‘.m"gpi "‘?“ occuning at Marcy Dan_x. seme modifications. the method mqld privacy . _ hiking routes. Utilizing these. short uuuwuuuuuuuuuw‘uub‘wuj : .
w pared for a bivouac. They were on a2 treated and released. convalcscing at his home for a Upper sa ra nac a e ; ‘a: \d‘ii Lake Coiden and JOhn_s usefully be extended to the entire A fh"’,d dspat of Carning capacity.  mature walks with destinations of scenic "y N
§ dav trip. but Ranger Hurd said they I'he accident occurred at about month. Dr. Hison said he's on his roo B R c:\. 90 nct exgged t‘henr nulc#ge and be usced as a mnmwrmg the FACIHITY ¢ -\PA( Iy shuuk_i also  beauty can be designated with minimal g v -.;.k “ e
= had a sleeping bag and a closed  2:30 PM and Mr. Burton reached feet. wearing a felt slipper. and y rett;\)et‘ e farr'\mgcapa‘uues‘ Take ‘C‘ChN\ch“ on a regu;ar basis to0 follow  be add_rc\scd. This s the maximum - expense. 4 _ < - i
E cell insulating pad with them in case the hospital at about 5 30 probablv won t lose any toes \m _a\!mn as nﬁ_cssar_\. 'mcludmg, the changes in trail conditons. ls»n:l of le": usc that man-made facihi- Many desirable hiking destinations / :
issuing of permits to d‘??_"'“" use, ties—trails. camping areas. parking  can be reached by existing trails and [ - ' I
200 ‘ :hOice Lots achieve cn'\‘lrunmc-mal gqunllbrium and lots. lean-tos. privies and the like. can paths. Others require new paths. Some -
. gnsurc;a hlllgh qmll&“'lldemess exper- Summit deterio accommodate. Facility capacity 1s not  should be left as challenges for those \ '
! . ience for all users. Determine the actual ummit deterioration atfected by natural constraints, but is  who bushwack. The survev has identi- \_' ' -
g Ralnbow & Uppel' Sara nac La ke Area f’eed for wudem?gs permits by conduct- The Alpine Z«»nc of New York State. dclcrmineq by management decisions  fied many rewarding destinations but
) ing !csIsAand taking measurements that  that t»undra~hkcA area on the glp:ne and fiscal implications. much work. including an update of the
g can provide accurate indications of use  summits above umberline, consists of Department’s Master Irail Atlas, needs i
) at each location. Relate this use to a 80 acres. As of this report only 40 acres Trailless Feaks to be done. ..
| specific carrving capacity for each loca-  ©f this zone are covered by vegetation. The herd paths on many trailless i i
g WA I ERFRON l non. The most scenic mountain tratis within peaks were found to be more a detri- Permit Svstems Our Complete 'nve"tory OfSkl
Should the Department find a permit the High Peaks converge on the sum- ment to the ilusion of trackless wilder- A D: ; ot 4 permi j
: w0 F ) ! s part of a study of a permit system . °
svstem nec.essar)' for control purposes, Mmits within the MP”‘C Z_“"&V‘Th“ ness than a problem with the physical  for hikers and campers within the High equ'pment appa rel and accessories
R‘ ’ ‘\ I ' S I I ’ E the Committee recommends gradual.  Produces a concentration of hikers in the emironment. A survev indicated that  Peaks. the committee undertook a back- | .
hmil_“d use of permits rather than im- most fragile of environments within the minimal erosion exists on the majority of ground analvsis of the tvpes of permits as well asour Complete tennls
mediate, gener;fl use P?rmit,s' For ex- ngh Peak?. me vggezation in this en- tratlless pcak\A. The exceptions are five  jseued in other wilderness management . .
BA L ample. the DEC could identify specific  ‘ironment is primarily composed of rare peaks for which recommendations are areas. This included a studv of the ef- lnvento ry wlll be on sale at
N D Frails or afefns where established carry- and gndz}nger't'd species found now'h§rc tabulated below. In these cases. natural  fectiveness of permits and their ac-
P 1 ing capacities are exceeded. The De-  €lse in New York State. The vegatation erosion will continue so that restoration ceptance by the public. .
with waterfront access pariment cauld employ a limited use i lso extremels vulnerable to damage s not PossibIe without these specific T comemine o sompiled a body of oLO o
permit svstem for these locations only by erosion and trampling. corrections. information documenting permit use in
‘ rather than limiting all camping Federal and State management areas
throughout the High Peaks. throughout the United States. The com- HOCKEY,FIGURE SKATING
3. Encourage High Peaks users to mittee feels these studies are important Is ] ] L.
Mortgage up to 1 :! yea rs carn stoves for cooking. to the understanding of such systems as Alsoourcomplete hockey & figure skating inventory
o _ ) thev relate to the High Peaks area. willbe cxi sale at our pro shopinthe Olvmpic Arena
4. Pru_h:bn wood fnres in all areas Noting that most wilderness manage-
above 3,500 feet elevation. ment areas now emplov a permit system NO LAYAWAY ON SALE ITEMS ‘
® - ] ) . .
: ? ‘ ’ ' 3. Assure that users stav on desig- of some sort. the benefits of permit . . Q-
8 1 /2 (0] 'nte reSt AM ™ nated trails above timberline, in parti- svstems are described below. Hours° 8' Ooam 9' oopm Seven days
. cular those summit arcas that support 1. EDUCATION—Permits provide an - " - o o
_ . alpinc vegetation. opportunity to educate the hiker or : :
6 Lim: . camper both te his safety and to his R
; é - ‘ han ]E)n?”;f” Rroup size 10 no more responsibility for the wilderness. Thev b
: ’i“ ‘ haS \ ) 0 S bu r h than individuals. provide an opportunity tfor an educa- - e
. 7. Prohibit tenting within 100 feet of a tional contact between the ranger and B e
. . lake or stream. the user. e
i Ausable Chamber Gets OI m lc LO 0 Office 8. Prohibit tenting or campfires on 2. STATISTICAL DATA—Permits can '_
) trails. Urge placement of tents at least give detailed information about the S
100 feet from the trail. numbers of hikers or campers. the N ;
Rt.30,Box 37 43 Saranac Ave. -
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Cathy Calhoun recently won a $25 government bond as
the winner of the AuSable Valley Chamber of Com-
merce Olvmpic logo contest. The logo will be in-
corpora:ed into chamber membership cards, billboards

and directories. Left to right are Lorrie Hathaway,
president, Dave Anderson, Cathy Calhoun and John
Rvan.

An Approach to the High Peaks

(Continued from Page 1)

said. will be accomplished by an inter disciplinary team
of experis in such fields as geology. botanv. foresiry.
biology and wearher.

Mr. Jensen expects the wilderness management
techmques o be in place for the 1980 Winter Olvmpics
a' Lake Placid.

Although the repor concerns the High Peaks Wilder
ness Area. i1s impact will affect other lands as well. For
example. policy conclusions reached for the High Peaks
will have impact on the Dix and Giant M:. Wilderness
Areas. 'he Sewards and Santanoni.

In addition. the committee recommends redistributing
use ou'side the High Peaks arez. I urged re opening of
selecied old roures. logging roads and sportmen’s trails
as well as the marked foorpath 1o facihiiate such
redisiribunion 10 other areas. Additional routes near
population centers also would be esrablished. Such a
program would be implemenied through an educanonal
program promored through new guides and maps.

The committee s reporr atself 1< a «lim 11 pages

An Official Pers

(Continued From Page 1)

EDUCATION There will not be enough new
permanent residents to strain the educational resources
of anv community in the primarv area Lake Placid
Central School will be iemporarily disrupted by nearbv
consiriuction of the field house and bv use of the school
duning 'he games as a press center.

HEALTH CARF -More phvsicians will be needed
during the summer seasons. due 0 the increase in
wvisitors Emergency medicai senvices will be improved
because the Emergency Medsca! Sernvices Svstem will be
adopied for the games

PUBLIC SAFETY - Local police forces. which are now
strained during peak summer months. will have 1o add
some personnei and equipment after the games

SEWER AND WATER - The water suppiv and s=w
age rea'ment svstems T the Town of North Elba and
the Viltage of Lake Piacid are capabic of meecimg the
needs of the Ohmpx perad The predicted popuianon
gryw 5 will have nc segmdfacan: effect on sewer and water
sences afier 1987

ELECTRICAL SUPPLY —The lake Placadd Municipal
Esecirx Svsiem will have 10 be improved for the games
Ohvmpec -related moprovemen:ts account for &5 7 of the
total cos: of the proposed project The Lake Piacid
Olvmpic Organizing Committce will pav this skare
abowt $. milkon

COMMUNICATIONS - The New York Teieptone
Cosupars wil expand xs Cerral Office equproert m
197% ‘0 accommadae botk ioca! needs and Olvmpic
mreds The EIS saxd n w1 be neressany w diemgost
the cos: of Olvrpe relaed mnproverners from wose
reqeired for normal servxce and w0 charifs the abdry of
Ohmpx cestomeTs 0 scppor the speral costs so tha:

cupplemernved by a 28 page appendix. s seven sections

deal with planinng  educanon, maimenance. rehabilita
non. rediscribuon. comtrol and funding  The recom
mendations are he resul of extensive do o LLiaering
and deba e among commpree members

TIorepresents an evolution of thinking 77 Mr. Jensen

explamed CERoery assue was argued pro and com unril a

conscnsus was reached

The commirree embrdces a specrum of interesis and
acniies ranging from cross country sking (Almy D,
Coggeshall of Schenecadyy 1o landscape architecure
(Altred Obriss of Svracuse). Signmificant segmenis of the
membership represen' vhe Adirondack Mountain Club
and the College of Favitonmen' Saence & Forestry ar
Svracuse Members are

I Wilham Adnance. Mr Coggeshiall (secrearny),
Harry Fldnidge 11 Glenn W Fish (vace chairman), M
Jensen. Fdwin H ke chledge. Fivin H Marker:,
Barbara McMaran, David . Newhouse . Arthur F
Newhirk Margare' G O Brien. Mt Obrist. Rober
R-iglec John b Siau and Sidney P Turhall Jr

pective on 1390

local ratepavers are not ultimately burdened with
premium costs to recoup the Olvmpic investment.

TRAFFIC - During the games. there will be periods of
congestion in Lake Placid and on adjacent roads. This
can be relieved somewhat by a shuttle-bus svstem that
removes isitor vehicles from the area. Bus raffic will
blossom at kev intenvals. and “‘travel for local residents
will be less convenient and slower during those times. ™

NO MAJOR HIGHWAY IMPROVEMENTS will be
required 1o handie grow:h after the games Traffic
growth in the pnman area will be about 20% greater
than expected in 1990. due 1o the Olympics The
increase in the secondary area will be about 7 2%
greater than the normal proyecied traffic growth

The EIS concluded that the Otvmpics wouid have inttle
effec on the condmwon: of adjacent wilderness areas

“‘There has been a dramatx mxcrease in the growh
raies of wilderness usage over the las' severai decades
and s»me areas pariculariv the High Peaks Widerness
Area near Lake Placid. are considered 10 be overused at
thrs ime These dramaix increases in wideTness usage
have shown itile or no relancaship ro changes m the
summer scasonal population in the Primarv and
Secondan Scudy Areas

““Therefore no relanronship has been draws berween
the progecied increase m the summer seasonal popula
tion as 3 ~esuk of the Oblvmpec Prog-am. and anv furber
ncreases m wilderness asage al:nowgh the Oblvmpecs
are antxcipated 10 have an mfluence om mcveased use -

A >aicusent of poduy by the Depariment of Environ
mental Consen a70m 13 inc imded in the EIS F describes
arernairve rans to conerol widerness use and savs

“In atv ver” the necessan managemens lec hregees
10 effectrve v protec: and preseve 'he fTague resowrces
of these publx iands w31 be ™ place prw 10 the Olvenpe
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Funding

The High Peaks Wilderness Advisory
Committee recognizes several important
problems related to the funding of the
programs it recommends: 1) Funding
has never been adequate to enable the
Department to properly care for the
area: 2) Many of the suggestions in-
cluded in the report require additional
funding: 3) There is a direct correlation
between the funding for construction
and maintenance of the trails and camp-
ing arecas. and their physical carrving
capacitv; 4) The use of volunteers has
been important both in reducing main-
ternance and cleanup costs, and in
providing planning and responsible citi-
zen leadership. Volunteer programs
should continue but should never be
thought of as a substitute for Depart-
ment personnel.

With this background, the Committee
pledges active support in helping the
Department obtain adequate appropria-
tions for the recommended programs.
Further. the Committee suggests that
the following be studied to determine
their potential for funding:

1. The possibility of Federal or State
capital appropriations for the one-time-
expenses urgently needed for major trail
construction. relocation and rehabilita-
tion projects.

2. Increase regular State funds. as
necessary. for planning and wilderness
protection. i.e.. fire. pollution. educa-
tion and trail maintenance.

3. A study should be undertaken.
immediatelv. to determine costs and
benefits of wilderness user fees 1o
suppiement funding for trail main-
tenance.

SELECTED APPENDICES

Study of Existing Trall Conditions

Existmg trail conditions n the High
Peaks Wilderness arca were studied by
committee members who walked the
principal routes. The objectrve was 10
determine guantitatively the condrtion
of the trails. especally the location of
poor sections. Several techmguees were
expiored for data taking. The method
selected for thrs report was to have each
member ose a standard form 10 indcate
trail conditxns (¢.g.. sections that were
mock: . rocty. gulised. eroded %o Ded-
rock . lack of suffcem waterhars. defec-
tive cordar or 3efectrve bridees.)

The stmds covercd &7 4 rmiles  29% 0 of
the 206 miles of trasts i e Fhgt Peaks
Wilderress Area. Approvirrately 11
mies (14%:) were foand 1 have ovixad
probiers mcmdmg Deep wear. 0.0s
mies. water erowon. 6.20 miew: over’s
rocty. 156 mies: pooe cordercy. 0.5
mdes: porw hridges. 3 Comments froer
repoeers wdcated other prbicrs W
dedeng ooe WONTE mdeage sgr 3
wvashed oet culveri. a ssbtmerged
“Hach-ap Maxids (ssbscgecatls TC-
pasedr had sagerbars. brokes cevared

= e o .-p"a“)
- TR

During the last 10 seasons. research-
ers at the College of Environmental
Science and Forestry have devised a
technique to stabilize eroding portions
of the Alpine meadows and to permit
native plants to return. A combination of
seeding and fertilizing has resulted in a
stable grass sod or mixed grass and
moss cover which reverts to the native
Alpine cover if ieft undisturbed. Re-
stored areas will sustain Aipine vege-
tation without further treaiment.

Certain management practices are
essential to continuing restoration and
preservation of the Alpine summits:

1. Continue research and further
treatment of selected Alpine areas.

2. Limit summit trails to one route and
ensure that the trail 1s over cxposed rock
and awav from vepetation. (The &6'ers
are atreadv dong this on trailless peaks.
Warning sigrns have been piaced on
trailed summits. Both the 46 ers and
ADK are improving the svstem of carrns
on cxposed rocks<.) Addrtional camns are
necded.

3. Prohibn camping m Alpine Zones.

4. Prohibn fires it Alpince Zones.

Concept of Carrvimg Capacits

The wilderness recrcaton wser ore-
ates two priman tvpes of mmpacts on the
wilderness emvironment  phisical and
psvchologncal. The physxal smpact o
camscd tn the amoar: ané character of
the biker o camper’'s physacal sse of b
serandmes Pyvchologxal  sapacts
are reisted w the sedyectree guain of
the wser’'s expectanans of wdderness
solwede . .

Reorcatsonal Carmving Sapacks aar be
defined xs "the character f recreatsona’
wse cars he sTrpored over a sprofic
prod of ime b ar area. wrhoet
Carsing excessve dmmage & JdeseTra-
tacw 10 extder the pinaca evTomDeR
or the expervesce of the vesmor ~ Carms

v

gl e

(Photo by George Viecome’

Trail Crew Bess Gene Loughran, right, on Dix with Jeff Obermeyer

ALLEN—Rclocation of path 1o ridge
in the upper reaches of Allen Brook.

DONALDSON—Relocation of path to
avoid the bad slide on the descent from
Seward.

HOUGH—The descent from the
Hough summit to the herd path from the
Macomb-South Dix col out to the Dix
Trail should be modified 1o lessen the
damage caused by the steep slides.

IROQUOIS—The herd path on each
side of Boundary Mt. requires adequate
trcatment. probably cordurov or ele-
vated walk. 1o lessen the “‘wallows”™’
through wet. low areas. (Accomplished)

SEYMOUR—Bamers of natural ma-
terial are reguired to close the number
of alternate paths near and on the
summit. leaving onlv the one best
adapred to the terrain.

Dinervien of Use of Stads

Partial resalts are available from the
suncv of dav walks. mstigaed By the
commitiee. 10 stpdy the hiking pential
of the non High Peal Admrondacks This
sano was prompred v findmges that
prove the pubix =@ readilv acoeps nes
arcas (¢ g . publicatror of new guvde
back< b the Adsrondack Moenias Clab
ard magznrnce articles feataming new
Adw-ndack adveutgres:?

Three basac types of hik oz exper-
sences ve berr Saded and these have
beer shwT 0 offer wBdeness exper-
eaces approxinatmg *haose of the Hogh
Peak«

i mose ain chimbing 10 overiooks
with vens 8 sart:. the tker 3z
szrsficd w the S xbere Adsradacks ™
diembarz 10 the pumes s expocd MY
or 10 1he saxrrils f mowwiaine O
scvers barned = the afiersnath of the
e et g davs that thev are cagped

frequency of heavy use periods. group
sizes and areas with greatest visitor
appeal. Permits can provide the neces-
sary data for determining carrving ca-
pacity of trails. campsites or entire
areas.

3. Prevention of physical destruction
of the wilderness. Permit systems which
limit the numbers of hikers or campers
can provide the means of protecting
wilderness resources in situations where
the carrving capacity of an area has
been exceeded.

4. Maintenance of the valuable spin-
tual aspects of a wilderness expernience.
At times permit systems may be needed
in specific areas to prevent the noise.
overcrowding and deterioration of the
environment which the wilderness visi-
tor seeks to escape.

While the majority of the committee
recommended the use of permits as an
educational mcans and as a method of
statisticallv analvzing camper use. there
1s reluctance to employ a limiting permit
svstem until all other means of solving
the area’s problems have been ex-
hausted.

However. the committee feels that
permits mayv be inevitable in specific
areas or in sections of the Adirondack
Park. ..

Marked Footpath Concept

The committee recommends that the
DEC evaluate the new trail concept
proposed by the Committee—The
Marked Footpath. The committee be-
lieves that certain trails should be de-
veloped that would blend into the
natural landscape to the highest degree
possible. reducing the cost of construc-
tion and subseguent maintenance.

The Marked Fooipath would be such a
route. The essential premise is that a
footpath route would not be cleared but
wonld be delincated bv the mse of
sufficient trail markers. A herd path
would soon develop with a defined print
ori the grournd that could ecasilv be
follomwed. Should it be desired 10 aban-
dorn the route. the markers cozld be
removed and relocated. Natural pro-
cesses wontld then obliterate the route m
a few seasons

Such a trail will essentiallv be self
mamiaming . except for the replacement
of markere. Hiker< can help ™ thrommy
zade downed brarches alomg the path
and by not cEiting ary vegelanon.
Special markers should be ssed for
these paths Explananons of the Mark=d
Favtparh and nis darges showié be pre-
pared &¢ acoompary sets of maps of
Toates of Maxked Fostpaths Thes=—
maps could br scld by the S:ate A
ssggeded sowdrg and farther expls-
e of the concepe s green beiom

Since thrs appeoach womid be a Iy
sk from the sssal trail concept the
Cosnmitiee progosed tha” ane or Te0 1est
Markzd Fapaths de develaoped. to
Ocicrmne the feasdwits of these routes
wnder fieid comdmwes T4 2 Corrrarmee
aireath has defore 2 severai segtabhie
rvotes st ceald sene & wests of the
Markcd Foctparh comoepe

523-2909

Lake Placid

I NOTICE OF PUBLIC MEETING
PUBLIC INVITATION TO OWNERS TO MAKE
DWELLING UNITS AVA!ILABLE FOR LEASING BY
ELIGIBLE FAMILIES UNDER SECTION 8
EXISTING HOUSING ASSISTANCE PAYMENTS
PROGRAM

Owners and managers of rental housing in the Town
of Wilmington are invited to participate in the Section 8
Existing Housing Assistance Pavments Program which
will provide rental assistance to the elderly, the
handicapped and large families with low to moderate
income. Funds for this program have been provided by
the United States Department of Housing and Urban
Deveiopment to the Town of Wilmington Housing
Agency.

Under the Section 8 Program, direct monthly
payments will be made to owners of rental property on
behalf of eligibie persons to cover part of their rental
cost. in order to qualify for the Program, housing units
must meet program housing standards. and must fali
within the following H.U.D. Fair Market Rents (basic
rent with utilities inctuded) limits for Wilmington:

1 bedroom, $125 2 bedrooms. $148
3 bedrooms. $164 4 bedrooms. $181

In certain cases. the Fair Market Rents may be
increased up to 10%.

The Town of Wilmington Housing Agency will enter
into a Housing Assistance Payment Contract with
owners cf acceptable units who agree to participate in
the pregram, in order to provide monthiy Housing
Assistance Payments to the cwner on behalf of
participating families.

The benefits to owners of rentai housing in the Town
of Wilmington are:

1. Lessens possibiiity of late rentai payment or non-
payment:

2. Provides payment of a percentage of rental for
vacancy period up to 60 cays. whenr certain
conditions are met:

3. Allows for annual rent adjustments due to infiation
and increased cost. such as real property taxes and
utilities:

4. Guarantees payment of assisted portion of the rent,
under terms and conditions of the Housing
Assistance Pavment Cortract.

Owners and managers who are interested in offering
ur:iis for partic.patior in the program or who wish
further information are encouraged tc attenc a public
meeting Wednesday. Marcr 2. at 7.30 p.m.in the
Wilm:ngton Town Hail, Wimirgton. N Y., or call
Patrick Mcintyre at 946-779C. or Tom Randall at
Q46-7730.

Town of Witmington
Housing Agency
Patrick Mcintyre

Program Manager
946-7790

This Program operates
within the Equal HousIng
Ocoortunity Laws
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